LARA M. GUNDERSON

Adjunct Assistant Professor of Ethnology 

Department of Anthropology, University of New Mexico 

MSC01-1040, 1 University of New Mexico 

Albuquerque, NM 87131 

laragunderson@gmail.com
(505) 985-4222

RESEARCH AREAS AND INTERESTS

Current research: Health disparities, qualitative research methods, mixed-methods research collaborations, implementation science. Dissertation research: Nicaragua, Latin America, anthropology of Catholicism, autobiographical narrative, subject transformation, modernity. 

EDUCATION
Ph.D. Socio-cultural Anthropology, University of New Mexico 1/31/2018 
M.A. Socio-cultural Anthropology, University of New Mexico 2011
B.A. Cultural Anthropology/Latin American Studies, Western Washington University 2002

EMPLOYMENT
2015- present: Research Associate, Behavioral Health Research Center of the Southwest, a center of the Pacific Institute for Research and Evaluation

I support health disparities data collection and analysis in collaboration with such diverse communities including rural, LGBTQ+, Native American, and Latino in New Mexico, Oklahoma, and California. My implementation science research has resulted in various publications meant to strengthen human service systems’ efforts to prepare for, implement, and sustain evidence-based practices. Additionally, I support data collection and analysis in English and Spanish for evaluations in New Mexico, including for the NM Community Survey, NM Office of Substance Abuse, and the South Valley Ellevalle Collaborative. I am trained and skilled in coding qualitative data utilizing Dedoose and NVivo software as well as supervising and training others in qualitative interview techniques, and utilizing software to conduct qualitative coding and analysis.
2017- present: Research Consultant, Behavioral Research, Inc. (BRI), Albuquerque NM

I consult in collaboration with a mixed-methods team of researchers on an NIH-funded project testing leadership strategies and organizational support to implement an evidence-based practice in substance use treatment centers. This includes developing interview and focus group guides and a qualitative data analysis plan, conducting data collection, and qualitative data analysis.
2011, 2012, 2014- 2015: Ethnographic fieldwork in Nicaragua
2011- 2017: Graduate Assistant, Department of Anthropology, University of New Mexico
Anthropology of Human Rights: Fall 2016

Principles of Cultural Anthropology: Fall 2012, Spring 2013

Cultures of the World: Spring 2011, Spring 2012 (online), Fall 2013, Spring 2014 
(online), Spring 2017

2011- 2015: Research Assistant, Behavioral Health Research Center of the Southwest, 

a center of the Pacific Institute for Research and Evaluation
2013: Research Associate, Origins and Legacies Historical Services, Albuquerque NM

Non-Academic Work
2007-2009: International Programs Coordinator, NorthWest Student Exchange, Seattle WA

I oversaw international student exchanges in 7 countries in Latin America and Europe, collaborated with 9 international partner agencies in Spanish and English to place and support exchange students in the United States and abroad, and managed a national network of academic coordinators who supported the students.
2006-2007: Spanish Interpreter, The Language Connection, LCC, Seattle WA

2004-2006: Community Health Educator, Peace Corps and Nicaraguan Ministry of Health, Nicaragua
PUBLICATIONS

Refereed Journal Articles

Gunderson, Lara M., Cathleen E. Willging, Elise M. Trott Jaramillo, Amy E. Green, Danielle L. Fettes, Deborah B. Hecht, and Gregory A. Aarons. 2018. “The Good Coach: Implementation and Sustainment Factors that Affect Coaching as Evidence-Based Intervention Fidelity Support.” Journal of Children’s Services. DOI 10.1108/JCS-09-2017-0043
Willging, Cathleen E., Lara M. Gunderson, Amy E. Green, Elise M. Trott Jaramillo, Laura Garrison, Mark Ehrhart, Gregory A. Aarons. In press 2018. “Perspectives from Community-Based Organizational Managers on the Implementation and Sustainment of Evidence-Based Interventions in Child Welfare.” Human Service Organizations.
Trott Jaramillo, Elise, Cathleen E. Willging, Amy E. Green, Lara Gunderson, Gregory A. Aarons. Forthcoming 2018. “Creative Financing: Funding Evidence-Based Interventions in Complex Service Systems.” Journal of Behavioral Health Services & Research. 
Willging, Cathleen E., Elise M. Trott, Danielle L. Fettes, Lara M. Gunderson, Amy E. Green, Michael S. Hurlburt, Gregory A. Aarons. 2015. “Evidence-Based Practice and Discretion among Frontline Workers Implementing Home Visitation Services.” Research on Social Work Practice, 1-12. 
Willging, Cathleen E., Amy E. Green, Lara Gunderson, Mark Chaffin, Gregory A. Aarons. 2014. “From ‘Perfect Storm to ‘Smooth Sailing’: Policymaker Perspectives on Implementation and Sustainment of an Evidence-Based Practice in Two States.” Child Maltreatment. 20(1):24-36.

Aarons, Gregory A., Danielle L. Fettes, Michael S. Hurlburt, Larry A. Palinkas, Cathleen E. Willging, Lara Gunderson, Mark J. Chaffin. 2014. “Collaboration, Negotiation, and Coalescence for Interagency-Collaborative Teams to Scale-up Evidence-Based Practice.” Journal of Clinical Child & Adolescent Psychology. 
Hurlburt, Michael S., Greg A. Aarons, Danielle L. Fettes, Cathleen E. Willging, Lara Gunderson, Mark J. Chaffin. 2013. “Interagency Collaborative Team Model for Capacity Building to Scale-Up Evidence-Based Practice.” Children and Youth Services Review, Special Issue.
Journal articles in process for publication

Green, Amy, Cathleen Willging, Daniel Shattuck, Lara Gunderson. 2018. “Factors Impacting Implementation of Evidence-Based Strategies to Create Safe and Supportive Schools for Sexual and Gender Minority Students.” Submitted to Journal for Adolescent Health.

Willging, Cathleen, Lara Gunderson, Daniel Shattuck, Robert Sturm, Adrien Lawyer, Cameron Crandall. 2018. “Structural Competency in Emergency Medicine Services for Transgender and Gender Non-Conforming Patients.” Submitted to Social Science and Medicine.
Other published work
Gunderson, Lara. 2015. “Demonstrating a Political-Religious Identity: Nicaragua’s Contemporary Christian Base Communities.” Stories from the Field, Anthropology News, University of New Mexico Department of Anthropology Newsletter. Winter 2015.

RELEVANT CURRENT RESEARCH AND EVALUATION PROJECTS
R01DA038466 (Aarons)
09/2015-05/2020      

National Institute on Drug Abuse                                                                                      

The Leadership and Organizational Change for Implementation (LOCI) Intervention                    

This study will test the effects of a leadership intervention in facilitating evidence-based practice (EBP) implementation in substance use disorder and HIV services settings. Role: Qualitative Researcher       

CER-1409-21178 (Whitaker)






01/2017-06/2018
Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute

Comparative Effectiveness Trial to Reduce Child Maltreatment, Improve Client Outcomes and Examine Client Burden 

This project will compare the relative effectiveness of the two approaches in child welfare services, for improving parent and child well-being and reducing maltreatment risk and recidivism. Role: Qualitative Researcher
R01 HD083399 (Willging and Ramos) 




05/2016-04/2021
NIH/NICHD 
Implementing School Nursing Strategies to Reduce LGBTI Adolescent Suicide 
This randomized cluster controlled design study capitalizes on the critical role of school nurses and incorporates cutting-edge implementation science approaches to improve the use of evidence-based strategies to enhance school environments for SGM youth. Role: Research Associate
R01 MD010292 (Willging) 






07/2015-12/2019

NIH/NIMHD

Improving Native American Elder Access to and Use of Healthcare through Effective Navigation

This mixed-methods project engages Native American elders in designing and implementing assessments of healthcare and insurance access and utilization within this population. The resulting qualitative and quantitative data will be used to design and then test a patient navigation program to improve access and utilization at the levels of patient, organization, and system. Role: Research Associate

AWARDS AND HONORS
2017 Ethnology Travel Award, Department of Anthropology, University of New Mexico

2016 Staff Development Award, Pacific Institute for Research and Evaluation
2015/2016 Tinker Foundation/ Latin American and Iberian Institute PhD Fellowship, 2nd year
2014/2015 Tinker Foundation/ Latin American and Iberian Institute PhD Fellowship
2014 Research Project and Travel Grant, Office of Graduate Studies, University of New Mexico

2013 Staff Development Award, Pacific Institute for Research and Evaluation 

2012 Research Project and Travel Grant, Office of Graduate Studies, University of New Mexico

2012 Tinker Foundation/ Latin American and Iberian Institute Field Research Grant
2011/2012 Karl Schwerin Fellowship in Ethnology, University of New Mexico 
2011 Student Conference Award Program, Career Services, University of New Mexico 
2011 Tinker Foundation/ Latin American and Iberian Institute Field Research Grant
2011 Student Research Allocation Committee Grant, Graduate and Professional Student Association (GPSA), University of New Mexico

2011 Anthropology Field Site Development Grant, University of New Mexico 
2005 Peace Corps and USAID co-sponsored Small Project Assistance Grant. 
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS

Gunderson, Lara. (poster) Dec. 2017. “Relanzamiento of Nicaragua’s Christian Base Communities: Forging New Models of Church and State.” Annual Meetings of the American Anthropological Association. Washington, D.C.

Gunderson, Lara. (poster) Apr. 2017. “Relanzamiento of Nicaragua’s Christian Base Communities: Producing Nation-Builders for the Twenty-First Century.” University of New Mexico Shared Knowledge Conference. 

Gunderson, Lara. Mar 2017. “Demonstrating New Directions: Nicaragua’s Contemporary Christian Base Communities.” Annual Meetings of the Society for Applied Anthropology. Santa Fe, New Mexico.

Shattuck II, Daniel, Lara Gunderson, Cathleen Willging, Robert Sturm, Cameron Crandall. Mar 2017. “Improving Emergency Department Services for Patients who are Transgender and Gender Nonconforming.” Annual Meetings of the Society for Applied Anthropology. Santa Fe, New Mexico.

Willging, Cathleen E., Amy E. Green, Daniel Shattuck, Lara Gunderson, Mary Ramos. Mar 2017. “Challenges to Improving High School Climate and Culture for LGBTQ Students.” Annual Meetings of the Society for Applied Anthropology. Santa Fe, New Mexico.

Gunderson, Lara. (poster and poster slam) Dec 2016. “The Good Coach: Factors that Affect Coaching as Fidelity Support During Evidence-Based Intervention Implementation and Sustainment. AcademyHealth 9th Annual Conference on the Science of Dissemination and Implementation, Washington, D.C. Poster in top two highest scoring for the Behavioral Health section and thus selected to present in the Poster Slam session. See also “Proceedings from the 9th annual conference on the science of dissemination and implementation.” Washington, DC, USA. 14-15 December 2016 Implementation Science 2017(Suppl 1):S114.
Gunderson, Lara. (co-organizer). Nov 2016. “‘Are You a Good Coach or a Bad Coach?’: The Role of Coaching as a Core Implementation Support for an Evidence-Based Child Welfare Intervention” on a panel for the Society for Medical Anthropology. Annual Meetings of the American Anthropological Association. Minneapolis.

Gunderson, Lara. Apr 2016. “Contemporary Christian Base Communities in Nicaragua: Demonstrating Political-Religious Identity at a Public Event.” Conference on Conducting Fieldwork Under Complicated Circumstances. University of New Mexico. 
Willging, Cathleen, Lara Gunderson, Amy Green, Elise Trott, Mark Ehrhart, Gregory Aarons. Dec 2015. “Upper-Level Management Perspectives on Implementing and Sustaining Evidence-Based Interventions in Child Welfare.” 8th Annual Conference on the Science of Dissemination and Implementation in Health, Washington, D.C.
Green, Amy E., Aarons, Gregory A., Willging, Cathleen E., and Gunderson, Lara. Jul 2013. “Sustaining Evidence-Based Practice to Prevent Child Neglect: From Dissemination to Sustainment of Evidence Based Practices in Public Sector Services for Youth.” American Psychological Association 121st Annual Conference, Honolulu, HI.
Willging, Cathleen E. and Lara Gunderson. May 2013. “‘I Know What I Want to See in the Client:’ Evidence-Based Practices and the Use of Discretion.” Society for Implementation Research Collaboration (SIRC), Seattle WA.

Gunderson, Lara. Mar 2012. “Ritual and Political Rhetoric: The Repliegue Táctico and the 2011 Presidential Campaign of Daniel Ortega.” University of New Mexico Anthropology Graduate Student Union Annual Research Symposium.
Gunderson, Lara. Nov 2011. “Re-embodying Progressive Catholic Values in a Neoliberal State: Nicaragua’s Contemporary Christian Base Communities” Annual Meetings of the American Anthropological Association, Montreal, Canada.
Gunderson, Lara. Nov 2011. “Re-embodying Progressive Catholic Values: Nicaragua’s Contemporary Christian Base Communities.” Anthropology Brownbag Lecture Series, University of New Mexico.
Gunderson, Lara. (co-organizer) Mar 2011. “Testimonio and Tension: A method to document the past of a marginalized or non-literate people.” University of New Mexico Anthropology Symposium roundtable.

SERVICE

2016: Facilitator at Society for Medical Anthropology speed mentoring event at the annual meetings for the American Anthropological Association. 

2014- 2015: Volunteer at Proyecto Samaritanas; Managua, Nicaragua. Worked with a team that serves, in solidarity, exploited and at-risk women and children.
2010- 2012 Graduate student mentor, University of New Mexico Anthropology graduate student mentor program for incoming graduate students.
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

American Anthropological Association (AAA)

Society for the Anthropology of Religion (JAR)

Society for Latin American and Caribbean Anthropology (SLACA)

