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Feb 19 2018
Dear Ms.,
Congratulations! The Department of Anthropology at the University of New Mexico is delighted to offer you admission into our graduate program Fall 2018. This offer is contingent on your formal admission by the UNM Admissions Office.  

You have been accepted into the XXXX subfield.  Your faculty advisor is Dr. XX.  He/she specializes in research in the anthropology XXX, and has proposed that you begin graduate work under his/her advisement. 
The Department of Anthropology respectfully requests your written reply by email to this offer of admission as soon as possible or on or before April 15th. If you are unable to make a decision by April 15th, please contact us to communicate your status and estimate a decision date.  Our graduate advisor can be reached by email: mattt@unm.edu. 

Once you confirm acceptance, you will be added to our graduate listserv. Through the listserv, you will get emails about potential jobs and funding opportunities, housing opportunities, and other department related activities.  Please be sure to update your e-mail contact information with our office and through the LOBOWEB self-service portal to ensure that you receive timely information from the graduate listserve, as well as the Graduate Studies electronic contracts. You are required to establish and monitor your UNM e-mail address.

During the summer, we will send you information about our orientation and how to register for classes. Orientation is always the Friday before classes start.  It is best to plan on arriving in New Mexico by early August to get settled.   We will also send you a more complete information package including a letter from your faculty subfield advisor detailing what classes you are required to take (and/or suggesting classes to consider) for Fall 2018. It will also include details such as your list of peers, UNM and department orientations, and names of both your faculty and student mentors.  We will also provide instructions on how to set up your UNM Net ID and e-mail address, obtain parking permits, and obtain your student ID card (LOBO Card).  We will also send campus maps and any other relevant details.

The information below should aid you in making your admission decision, and will provide some continued guidance if you decide to join us.  

Funding

We want to maximize your chances for potential funding to the best of our ability and will send you notifications of funding options as we receive them.  We also strongly encourage you to consider these additional opportunities.

Funding from other Universities: If you receive a funding offer from another University (but you would still like to consider UNM), please email us and let us know the size and scope of the award offered to you.  Sometimes we can leverage that to encourage the college to release additional funds. Also, many universities have signed an agreement to allow students all options and make decisions by April 15th.  Check with the University on its absolute deadline.  It is possible other funding from UNM could be forthcoming but the timing on award periods doesn’t always fit admission timing.

Independent of the initial department funding offer, here is an example of some of the funding applicants may wish apply for (now and/or in the future), in addition to NSF (National Science Foundation) and other grants and fellowships: 

1. Graduate Assistantships in our department, are available every year on a competitive basis (a limited number). Students may apply every semester. Applicants for these awards are ranked each year according to the policy in subfield (see the Graduate Handbook).   The faculty attempt to distribute these as widely and fairly as possible. Assistantships typically carry a 10-20 hr per week workload (.25 or .50 Full Time Equivalency [FTE]) with a salary stipend and include tuition and health insurance.
2. An Interdepartmental Assistantship, in Math, English, Spanish or Portuguese, if you are qualified. These assistantships are 20 hrs. per week (.50 FTE) , stipend of approx. $15,312 per year, full tuition, and health insurance.  They may be renewable for up to 5 years.

3. Part Time Teaching Assistant (PTTA), Applications are accepted every semester. These are available to students with a Master’s degree and/or teaching experience and are available on a semester by semester basis.  These are usually 10 hours per week (.25 FTE) with a stipend of $3828.09 per year, including 6 hrs tuition per semester and health insurance. You should be aware that these assignments may be cancelled if the class you are assigned to does not make the minimum enrollment threshold of 15.

4. FAFSA federal aid. Fill out a FAFSA form by the priority deadline each year so that you can be considered for work-study jobs, student loans, or other awards and scholarships that become available.  

5. Additional work opportunities. Zimmerman Library hires assistants; The Center for Academic Program Support (CAPS) hires graduate students as tutors; and the Department of Biology provides lab assistantship positions to qualified applicants that may include tuition and/or healthcare.

6. Fellowships.  Latin American Studies, The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, other organizations on campus. 

7. Travel and Research awards. Available from the Department, the Graduate and Professional Student Association (GPSA), and the office of Graduate Studies.

All these funding sources are competitive and there are no guarantees of funding.  However, applying for as many opportunities as possible increases your chances immensely and students in our program have a very high success rate.  

Costs

Resident/In-State Tuition

Resident tuition is relatively inexpensive at the University of New Mexico.  There are a variety of ways to qualify for resident tuition (see options and tuition rates below):

1. Students on an Assistantship contract (Graduate Assistant (GA), Teaching Assistant (TA) are automatically considered resident for the duration of their contract.  

2. US Citizens have the option to qualify for resident tuition after one year (NOTE: Resident status is NOT automatic.  You must apply to the Graduate Studies office for residency status) 

3. You may qualify for the resident rate in the first year if you opt to take a reduced load of 6 credit hours each semester (2 classes) the first two semesters. You can apply for residency status after the first year. Talk to your subfield advisor (see below).  

4. To apply for in-state tuition you must be a resident of the State of New Mexico for at least 12 consecutive months with proof of residence, such as a driver’s license, motor vehicle registration, voter registration, income statements and/or bank account statements.  Note: If you are between the ages of 18 and 23 and your parents are residents of another state and claiming you as a deduction, you do not qualify for in-state tuition.  If you are applying for resident status, you must present a copy of your parents most recent Income Tax Form to prove that you were not claimed as a deduction.  Note: International students are not eligible for resident tuition

Tuition Rates as of Spring 2018 are listed below.  Rates for Fall 2018 will likely be similar, but rates may increase slightly after the UNM Regents Meeting in the summer. Most mandatory Fees are incorporated here, but individual courses can have fees of $5-$100 (which you will be able to see on the schedule of classes).

Spring 18 Cost of Tuition (per semester rates) plus mandatory fees

	Credit Hours     
	
	Graduate Resident rates 

Or 1st year students taking 6 or less credits
	
	Graduate

Non- Resident


	1
	$339.24
	$983.28

	3 (one class)
	$1,017.72
	$2949.84

	6 (two classes)
	$2,035.44
	$5,899.68

	9 (full time)
	$3,053.16
	$8,849.52

	12-18
	Hours X $339.24
	$11,799.36


Graduate Course Premium (assessed to any student enrolled in any graduate level course) $18 per hour, no block.
GPSA (Graduate Professional Student Association) fee per semester $25

Dissertation hours (taken after proposal has been defended and regular coursework has been completed): $633.22 Flat rate per semester 1-18 hrs. for resident, $633.22 Flat rate per semester 1-6 hrs. plus $983.28 per hrs. over 6 hrs. for non-resident. Graduate Course Premium

(assessed to any student enrolled in a dissertation course) $108.00 flat fee.
More information can be found on the registrar’s tuition page

https://bursar.unm.edu/documents/2018spring-tuitionandfees.pdf 
Housing

Living expenses in Albuquerque are relatively low in comparison to many states.  New Mexico has been known to have the lowest gas prices in the country and housing is reasonably priced.  To look at housing costs, we have provided some links below.  

1. Information and application forms for UNM On-Campus Housing and Student Family Housing are available from the Housing Reservations/Collections Office; Website: http://housing.unm.edu/
2. Lists of houses and apartments for Off-Campus Housing are available in the Dean of Students Office. Website: http://och.unm.edu/
3. The classified ads for the Albuquerque Journal may be found at Website: www.abqjournal.com
4. Berger Briggs is a real estate agency that manages quite a lot of the rental property in the university area.  You may obtain information from their Website at: www.bergerbriggs.com
5. The University of New Mexico Daily Lobo: school newspaper www.dailylobo.com
6. Craig’s list may also helpful http://albuquerque.craigslist.org/
For more details about the UNM Anthropology graduate program, you may wish to consult the on-line graduate handbook and funding guide on our website http://www.unm.edu/~anthro/ under “programs” and “graduate”.  Feel free to contact us if you have any questions.  Congratulations again and we hope to welcome you soon to the University of New Mexico, Department of Anthropology.

Sincerely,
XXXXXXXXXXXX
Associate Professor, XXXXXXXXXX
CC: Matthew Tuttle

Program Advisement Coordinator, Graduate Advisement

CC USPS mail address, email, student file
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