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Mosuo don tradiƟ onal aƫ  re and dance for tourists.  Images courtesy Peter M. Maƫ  son

Siobhán Maƫ  son joined the EvoluƟ onary 
Anthropology subfi eld this semester. Dr. 
Maƫ  son received her PhD from Washing-
ton University.  The topic of her dissertaƟ on 
was the Mosuo, one of southern China’s 
last matriarchal socieƟ es. She has interests 
in the evoluƟ on of human behavior and its 
impacts on paƩ erns in demography and 
health. Her previous work explored the ef-

fects of tourism and accompanying wealth on kinship and preferences for sons 
versus daughters in Southwest China. This work revealed that daughter prefer-
ence and other norms of matriliny – a kinship system in which families pass re-
sources and trace idenƟ ty through women – have begun to erode with growing 
emphasis on material wealth and educaƟ on. Maƫ  son is currently pursuing exten-
sions of this work via an NSF-funded project that invesƟ gates how access to mate-
rial wealth aff ects individuals’ social networks and health in associaƟ on with rapid 
market integraƟ on. Working with Mary Shenk at the University of Missouri and 
Tami Blumenfi eld of Furman University, she contrasts two agrarian socieƟ es – one 
in China and one in Bangladesh – making similar transiƟ ons under diff erent cul-
tural circumstances. She hopes that this research will clarify how people mobilize 
the resources they have at their disposal to secure well-being in the face of major 
disrupƟ ons to socioeconomic systems. The results could inform understandings of 
the changes faced by any minority group moving in from the periphery of wider 
social and economic systems. We extend a warm welcome to Siobhán!

SIOBHÁN MATTISON JOINS THE 
ANTHROPOLOGY DEPARTMENT

BIODEMOGRAPHY
RESEARCH

Assistant Professor of Anthropology, 
Melissa Emery Thompson, has 
been awarded a 5-year grant from 
the NaƟ onal InsƟ tute on Aging to 
study the biodemography of aging 
in wild chimpanzees. The project, 
in collaboraƟ on with scholars at 
Harvard University, the University 
of Michigan, and the University 
of Wisconsin at Madison, will use 
non-invasive approaches to study 
how ecological and social factors 
aff ect health and the aging process 
in chimpanzees. Chimpanzees are 
long-lived, socially complex, and 
closely related to humans, and 
the research team hopes to gain 
insights into how factors such as 
diet, reproducƟ on, social status, 
and social support can aff ect the 
aging process. This work conƟ nues 
a long-term fi eld study by the 
Kibale Chimpanzee Project of wild 
chimpanzees in Uganda. Associate 
Professor MarƟ n Muller and 
Professor Hillard Kaplan, both UNM 
anthropologists, are also senior 
researchers on the grant.

Mosuo children at Lugu Lake. Courtesy Peter M. Maƫ  son.  
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CHAIR’S COMMENTS

Professor and Chair Les Field

It’s the middle of the fall semester and our faculty 
are extraordinarily busy teaching, conducƟ ng re-
search, and wriƟ ng. During this, my second semester 
as Chair, we also have a number of important pro-
cesses under way. The Ethnology and Archaeology 
programs are conducƟ ng searches for new col-
leagues. We will interview candidates early next 
spring, and greatly anƟ cipate a pool of highly quali-
fi ed candidates that will support and expand our de-
partment’s exisƟ ng strengths in the anthropology 
and archaeology of the Southwest, LaƟ n America, 
and indigenous peoples. It is hard to imagine how a faculty as consumed with 
acƟ vity as ours also fi nds Ɵ me to do the work of successfully searching for new 
colleagues. Many thanks to everyone!

Our graduate students conƟ nue to do very well. The number of publicaƟ ons, 
presentaƟ ons, internships, and grants successfully awarded conƟ nues to grow at 
a fast pace. For a narraƟ ve descripƟ on of one student’s ethnographic experi-
ences, read Lara Gunderson’s column in this issue. Then make sure to peruse the 
rest of the NewleƩ er to fi nd out more about the accomplishments our graduate 
students in the three subfi elds.

There are a number of upcoming reƟ rements in our department among some of 
our most highly respected and internaƟ onally renowned colleagues.  At the end 
of this year, the Director of the Maxwell Museum, Professor James Dixon, who is 
also a faculty member of the Archaeology subfi eld will be stepping down as Di-
rector of the Museum aŌ er eight years of disƟ nguished leadership. I want to 
personally thank Jim for working with me closely since I became Chair and for his 
collegiality and collaboraƟ ve energy. 

Many warm thanks to our alumni and to the numerous friends of this depart-
ment who support our work, growth, and vision. 

WINTER 2015 ISSUE

Maxwell Museum of Anthropology
Dr. E. James Dixon will reƟ re at the end of the fall semester.  
During his eight years as Professor of Anthropology and 
Director of the Maxwell Museum of Anthropology, he 
has provided mentoring, museum opportuniƟ es, and 
fi nancial support for students. He secured more than two 
million dollars in research support for projects in Alaska 
that included pioneering work on the coastal migraƟ on 
theory for the earliest inhabitants in the Americas, 
archaeology on glaciers and ice patches, and underwater 
archaeology on the Northwest Coast of North America. 
These projects provided research opportuniƟ es and 

funding for graduate students in the Department of Anthropology. Professor 
Dixon developed and taught new courses in Paleoindian and ArcƟ c Archaeology 
at UNM. 
Under Dr. Dixon’s leadership, there was a closer connecƟ on between the 
Maxwell Museum and the Department, including Anthropology faculty review of 
the Museum’s exhibit proposals. Working in cooperaƟ on with colleagues at the 
Museum of Southwestern Biology, he established a pathway in the College of 
Arts and Sciences for the appointment of tenure track faculty curators. 

Many changes at the Maxwell Museum in the past eight years include compleƟ on 
of the construcƟ on of the third fl oor Hibben Center offi  ces and conference room, 
establishing the Museum’s archive and archivist posiƟ on, and obtaining funding 
for a new posiƟ on for a collecƟ on manager. In addiƟ on, Dr. Dixon obtained almost 
$200,000 to improve collecƟ on storage and museum security.
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Mario was late picking me up, which I anƟ cipated, but 
sƟ ll I worried aŌ er 45 minutes of watching the sun 
come up with my neighbor so I called Mariluz. Upon 
calling her at nearly 6 am, the pickup pulled around the 
corner. I squeezed into the back of the canopy-covered 
pickup already fi lled with backpacks and people and 
the ride went smoothly, except for hiƫ  ng a goat that 
we were relieved to see get up and hobble away. 
Two hours later we united with two more buses from 
two diff erent regions and we all strategically draped 
VaƟ can fl ags out of the bus windows. Suffi  ciently 
disguised, we conƟ nued the 6 more hours into the 
winding, raining, foggy, idyllically green mountains 
and valleys of creeks, waterfalls, coff ee, and cows 
northwest to Rancho Grande. 
About one hour outside of our desƟ naƟ on, on a 
curving, unpaved single-lane mountain road, a caravan of more than twenty caƩ le trucks and converted school buses fi lled 
with mostly young men began passing us. They were loud and some threw garbage at us as they passed dangerously close 
to our buses. We found out later that the government, in collaboraƟ on with the mining company B2Gold, had bussed state 
workers into this remote rural region to demonstrate in favor of the mine and inƟ midate locals, and us, from protesƟ ng. 
I set out for Nicaragua in February 2014 to examine the construcƟ on of poliƟ cal-religious idenƟ Ɵ es of ChrisƟ an Base 
CommuniƟ es (CEBs) in light of their proclaimed reviƟ lizaƟ on. CEB members are progressive Catholics who pracƟ ce 
liberaƟ on theology and were imperaƟ ve to the success of the Sandinista RevoluƟ on, linking the fi ght with the VaƟ can II-
inspired ChrisƟ an responsibility to improve the lives of the poor. Their religious beliefs conƟ nue to jusƟ fy their social jusƟ ce 
endeavors such as this demonstraƟ on that denounced the Canadian mining company that is poisoning the livelihood of 
rural Nicaraguans.  The ensuing event was one of the clearest illustraƟ ons of how CEBs enact a poliƟ cal-religious idenƟ ty 
appropriate for the contemporary social, poliƟ cal, and economic context in which they live. 
I am privileged to have had both my preliminary and doctoral fi eldwork funded by The Tinker FoundaƟ on/ LaƟ n American and Iberian InsƟ tute (LAII). I have re-
cently begun my second year of the LAII PhD Fellowship as I write the dissertaƟ on.

Demonstrating a Political-Religious Identity: 
Nicaragua’s Contemporary Christian Base Communities by Lara Gunderson

STORIES FROM THE FIELD

Habiba and her aunt FaƟ ma were gracious hosts pulling out a 
beauƟ ful red carpet woven by FaƟ ma on which we sat at a low 
circular table spread with a tablecloth as we began our visit with 
mint tea and sweet pastries.  There were two other visitors seated 
on a banco (adobe bench built into the wall) also covered with 
handwoven rugs. An analog TV across the room was broadcasƟ ng 
news in Arabic. A feature story about a contemporary painter, 
FaƟ ma Mellal, who had just returned from exhibiƟ ng her work 
in New York opened a brief conversaƟ on between Malika (my 
Arabic translator and Moroccan host), Hibaba, and FaƟ ma on 
their pleasure about seeing a Berber woman receive aƩ enƟ on on 
naƟ onal Morocco TV news.
Lunch, prepared by Hibaba, included a fresh salad of chopped 
tomatoes, cucumber and green onions, boiled potatoes, beets, 
and tuna fi sh, plus fl at bread prepared by FaƟ ma in a tradiƟ onal 
adobe oven.  AŌ erwards, Malika and I went into FaƟ ma’s weaving 
studio, a large room containing piles of her rugs.  She told us how 
hard women today in Morocco work to make the rugs but must 
sell them to middlemen for pracƟ cally nothing because they have 
no other market.
A longer conversaƟ on in Berber (translated by Malika) involved 
Habiba’s refl ecƟ on on the women’s weaving associaƟ on where 
we had fi rst met a few days earlier.  She said the women in the 
associaƟ on were oŌ en asked to parƟ cipate in workshops led 
by internaƟ onal aid organizaƟ ons.  These mostly concerned 
health issues but what they really wanted was entrepreneurial 
opportuniƟ es for selling their weavings.  The original idea behind 
the associaƟ on was to enable women to sell their weavings 
directly to the buyer.  This had not worked out and the humiliaƟ ng 
prices off ered by the middlemen had leŌ  some weavers frustrated 
because "it just wasn’t worth their Ɵ me."

Following our meal and conversaƟ on, Malika and I walked with 
Habiba to her place which was being renovated.  Outside we were 
met with an oven-like breeze as we made our way to another old 
adobe house leŌ  to her by an elderly aunt for whom she had 
cared.  Walking into this old adobe took me back to my Aunt 
Jane’s adobe home at Santa Clara Pueblo with its old kitchen, no 
running water, wooden shelves, and white washed walls. Aunt 
Jane’s fl oors were earthen and covered with linoleum while the 
fl oors here were made of beauƟ ful broken Ɵ le. The dimmed, 
earthen enclosure was so cool, a naturally air-condiƟ oned space.  
The building’s interior contained an open courtyard where once 
had been a small garden. The main feature now was a satellite dish. 
Opening the old wooden door to her bedroom, Habiba showed us 
where she spent most of her Ɵ me.  InviƟ ng us in, she began to 
show us her carpets.  Malika sat on the single bed as Habiba began 
pulling rugs from shelves and laying them on the fl oor.  Soon, she 
was telling us to lie down and rest.  She shuƩ ered the window and 
in that gorgeous 
adobe room we all 
napped for perhaps 
an hour. It was the 
Berber way…

An excerpt from Beverly 
Singer’s recent research 
in Morocco (2014–15) 
for a video tentaƟ vely 
Ɵ tled, Sand Mist. Funded 
in part by a UNM-RAC 
grant. 

Lara Gunderson (front, second leŌ ) dancing at Asamblea Nacional

Moroccan Adventure by Beverly Singer
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STUDENT AWARDS, PRESENTATIONS AND PUBLICATIONS
PhD Recipients

Fall 2015 
Louis Calistro Alvarado, EvoluƟ onary 
Anthropology, (with DisƟ ncƟ on) Men’s 
Life History, Testosterone, and Health, 
Jane Lancaster and MarƟ n Muller, Co-
chairs.

Roberto Herrera, Archaeology, (with 
DisƟ ncƟ on) Social and Ritual Dynamics 
at El Cholo: An Upper General Valley 
Funerary Village of the Diquís Subregion, 
Southern Costa Rica, James Boone, Chair.

Hannah V. MaƩ son, Archaeology, 
(with DisƟ ncƟ on) IdenƟ ty and Material 
PracƟ ce in the Chacoan World: 
OrnamentaƟ on and UƟ lity Ware PoƩ ery, 
Patricia Crown, Chair.

Katherine Schaum
(Public Archaeology)

Masters of Arts/
Masters of Science 
Summer/Fall 2015

Awards
Nicholas Barron (Ethnology) received 
a  travel grant from the UNM Student 
Conference Award Program to aƩ end 
the Society of Ethnohistory Conference.
 
Jennifer Cardinal (Ethnology), Lisa 
Fontes (Archaeology), and Marianne 
Hamilton (EvoluƟ onary Anthropology), 
received Departmental Travel Awards.

Leigh Cominello (Archaeology) received 
a NaƟ onal Park Service Star Award 
for overseeing 325 hours of work by 
undergraduate volunteers cataloging 
material from Chaco Culture NaƟ onal 
Historical Park and teaching them how 
to idenƟ fy historical arƟ facts.

Lisa M. Fontes (Archaeology) received 
a 2015-2016 American AssociaƟ on 
of University Women  DissertaƟ on 
Fellowship.

Erin Hegberg (Archaeology) has received 
a NSF Doctoral DissertaƟ on Research 
Improvement Grant for her study 
Consumer RelaƟ onships in 19th Century 
Territorial New Mexico: Regional IdenƟ ty.

KrisƟ n Sabbi (EvoluƟ onary Anthropology) 
was awarded a DissertaƟ on Field Work 
grant from the Wenner-Gren FoundaƟ on 
for her research on The Ontogeny of Sex 
Diff erences in Social Behavior among 
East African Chimpanzees.

PresentaƟ ons and Exhibits
Barron, N. "Uncommon Books and Uncommon Histories: The Social ConstrucƟ on of 
People of Pascua." American Society of Ethnohistory, Las Vegas, NV, November 4–8, 
2015. 

Barron, N. "Edward and Rosamond Spicer and the Yaqui People of Old Pascua."  
University of Arizona School of Anthropology Centennial Symposium, Tucson, AZ, 
December 5, 2015. 
Fontes, L. M. "Over the River and Through the Woods: Lower Magdalenian Hunter-
Gatherer Movements in Cantabria, Spain." North American TheoreƟ cal Archaeology 
Group 2015 Conference, New  York, NY, May 22–24, 2015.
Fontes, L. M. "Archaeologies of Scale: Vasco-Cantabrian Magdalenian Landscapes, 
LocaƟ ons, and Levels." Invited paper presented in the symposium Cave Theory at 
the North American TheoreƟ cal Archaeology Group Conference, New York, NY, May 
22–24, 2015. 

Fontes, L. M. "Modeling OpƟ mal Resource Procurement and Hunter-Gatherer 
Mobility during the Lower Magdalenian in Vasco-Cantabrian Spain." Paper to be 
presented in session Fontes, L. M., Chair, Exploring Human Geography: Global Case 
Studies in Landscape Archaeology, 114th Annual MeeƟ ng, American Anthropological 
AssociaƟ on, Denver, CO, November 18–22, 2015.

Kieff er, C. L., Ports, K., Cortes-Rincon, M.,  and Trachman, R. "Analysis of Faunal 
Material from Sacred Spaces at Agua Lluvia and along the Dos Hombres to Gran Cacao 
Archaeology Project in Northwestern Belize." Society for American Archaeology, San 
Francisco, CA, April 15–19, 2015. 

Ports, K., Kieff er, C. L., Cortes-Rincon, M., and Trachman, R. "Small Sacred Spaces: 
The Results of InvesƟ gaƟ ons into Subterranean Features at N9 50 and Grupo Agua 
Lluvia in Northwest Belize." Poster, Society for American Archaeology, San Francisco, 
April 15–19, 2015. 

Sedig, J. and Kieff er, C. L. (co-curators).  Museum Exhibit on Woodrow Ruin, New 
Mexico. The Center for New Mexico Archaeology, Santa Fe, NM, opened October 9, 
2015
Kieff er, C. L. "Issues with Radiocarbon DaƟ ng at Midnight Terror Cave, Belize." 
Paper to be presented at the NaƟ onal Speleological Society Southwestern Regional 
MeeƟ ng, Rio Rancho, NM. December 11–13, 2015.
Przystupa, P. F. "Examining the SeƩ lement SelecƟ on Process of American Orphanages 
(Children’s Homes): Idyllic, PracƟ cal, or Something In Between?" Society for the 
Study of Childhood in the Past, 8th Annual Conference, Chicago, IL, September, 11–
13, 2015.

ShaƩ uck, D. "Adulterated Oil, Adulterated NaƟ on: Anxiety and the ProducƟ on 
of Italian Extra Virgin Olive Oil." 22nd InternaƟ onal Conference of Europeanists, 
Sciences Po, Paris, France, July 8–10, 2015.
Zhang, M. "InterpreƟ ng the Chinese Archaeological Record against the Background 
of World Archaeology." Jilin University (China), May 2015.
Zhang, M. "An IntroducƟ on to Graduate Studies in the Department of Anthropology, 
University of New Mexico," (seminar). Renmin University of China, May 2015.
Zhang, M. "Research on Social Complexity: Three Cases from the PerspecƟ ves of 
Architecture, SeƩ lement PaƩ erns, and Ceramics." Shanxi University (China), June 
2015.

Fall 2015 PhD recipients, leŌ  to right: Louis Alvarado, Roberto Herrera, and Hannah MaƩ son.
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Student PublicaƟ ons
Conrad, C.  2015. Archaeozoology in Mainland Southeast Asia: Changing 
Methodology and Pleistocene to Holocene Forager Subsistence PaƩ erns in 
Thailand and Peninsular Malaysia. Open Quaternary, 1–23, doi:hƩ p://dx.doi.
org/10.5334/oq.af.

Conrad, C., Gobalet, K., Bruner, K., and Pastron, A.  2015. Hide, Tallow, and 
Terrapin: Gold Rush-Era Zooarchaeology at Thompson’s Cove (CA-SFR-186H), 
San Francisco, California. InternaƟ onal Journal of Historical Archaeology, 
1–50, doi:10.1007/s10761-015-0297-2.

Aung, T. H., Marwick, B. and Conrad, C. 2015. Palaeolithic Zooarchaeology in 
Myanmar: A Review and Future Prospects. Journal of Indo-Pacifi c Archaeology 
39:50–56. doi: hƩ p://dx.doi.org/10.7152/jipa.v39i0.14896

Conrad, C. (2015). Featured on NPR:hƩ p://www.npr.org/secƟ ons/
npr-history-dept/2015/09/10/435209603/1840s-hunger-for-gold-and-
galapagos-tortoises

Barker, A., Dombrosky, J., Chaput, D., Venbles, B., Wolverton, S., and Stevens, 
S. M. 2015. ValidaƟ on of a Non-Targeted LC-MS Approach for IdenƟ fying 
Ancient Proteins: Method Development on Bone to Improve ArƟ fact Residue 
Analysis. Ethnobiology LeƩ ers 6: 162–174, doi:10.14237/ebl.6.1.2015.294.

Fontes, L. M., Straus, L. G., and González Morales, M. R. Lithic Raw Material 
Conveyance and Hunter-Gatherer Mobility During the Lower Magdalenian 
in Cantabria, Spain. Quaternary InternaƟ onal (In press), available on line 
doi:10.1016/j.quaint.2015.09.017.

Kieff er, C. L. 2015. Sacrifi ce of the Social Outcasts: Two Cases of Klippel 
Feil Syndrome at Midnight Terror Cave, Belize. InternaƟ onal Journal of 
Osteoarchaeology doi:10.1002/oa.2456

Kieff er, C. L. 2015. A RebuƩ al to Comments on “Sacrifi ce of the Social 
Outcast." InternaƟ onal Journal of Osteoarchaeology doi:10.1002/oa.2486

Taylor, W. T. T., Bayarsaikhan, J., and Tuvshinjargal, T. 2015. Equine Cranial 
Morphology and the IdenƟ fi caƟ on of Riding and Chariotry in Late Bronze Age 
Mongolia. AnƟ quity  89:854–71, doi:10.15184/aqy.2015.76.

YeƟ sh, G., Kaplan, H., Gurven, M., et al. 2015. Natural Sleep and Its Seasonal 
VariaƟ ons in Three Pre-industrial SocieƟ es. Current Biology 25:1–7, hƩ p://
dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cub.2015.09.046

Internships
Public Archaeology

Caitlin Ainsworth, The Los Ranchos Plaza 
faunal assemblage (from Los Ranchos 
de Albuquerque), Maxwell Museum of 
Anthropology, Albuquerque, NM.

Melyssa Huston, Analysis of Dog and Fox 
Specimens from Kodiak Island, Alaska, 
Smithsonian InsƟ tuƟ on, Washington, DC

KrisƟ na Whitney, InternaƟ onal 
Cultural Resource Management Intern, 
Environmental Resources Management, 
Washington, D.C.

Undergraduate Anthropology

Christopher Nejo, BA 2015, received 
a Hibben Undergraduate Research 
Fellowship to conduct ethnographic and 
archival research in New Mexico with 
Professor Cristobal Valencia and the 
PoliƟ cal Economies of Energy Research 
Group. 
Jessica Behrens Hasson, BA 2015, will 
intern at the Smithsonian Center for 
Folklife and Cultural Heritage curaƟ ng 
a project involving the Basque Country 
which will be featured at the 2016 
Folklife FesƟ val, Washington DC.

Alumni New PosiƟ ons
Gil Greengross, PhD (EvoluƟ onary 
Anthropology) 2009, Lecturer, Dept. 
of Psychology, InsƟ tute of Geography, 
History, PoliƟ cs and Psychology, (IGHPP), 
Aberystwyth University, Wales

Roberto A. Herrera, PhD (Archaeology) 
2015, Adjunct Assistant Professor, 
Program in Religion, Hunter College, 
CUNY, New York, NY

Shirley Heying, PhD (Ethnology)  2012, 
Assistant Professor (Tenure track), 
University of New Mexico-Gallup 
Campus

C. L. Kieff er, (Archaeology), ARC 
CollecƟ ons Manager, Museum of 
Indian Arts and Culture’s Archaeological 
Research CollecƟ on, Santa Fe, NM

Christy Mello, PhD (Ethnology) 2013, 
Assistant Professor of Applied Cultural 
Anthropology (Tenure track) University 
of Hawai’i West O’ahu

Corey Ragsdale, PhD (EvoluƟ onary 
Anthropology) 2015, VisiƟ ng Assistant 
Professor, University of Montana, 
Missoula

Jagna Cyganik Selected Louise Lamphere Policy Fellow 
Jagna Cyganik has been awarded 
the Alfonso OrƟ z Fellowship/Louise 
Lamphere Public Policy Fellowship for 
the academic year 2015–2016.  Jagna 
is a doctoral candidate in Ethnology 
with research interests in the NaƟ ve 
American Southwest, indigeneity, 
and popular music.  Her dissertaƟ on 
project explores the Diné (Navajo) 
metal music scene and community in 
New Mexico and Arizona.  Her OrƟ z 
projects will include assisƟ ng with 
the Indigenous Book FesƟ val and the 
Pueblo EducaƟ on Symposium as well 
as assisƟ ng with the Anthropology 
Colloquia series.  Born in Poland, Jagna 
enjoys the New Mexico sunshine and 
spending Ɵ me outdoors, hiking in the 
Sandia Mountains with her children 
and dog.

STUDENT AWARDS, PRESENTATIONS AND PUBLICATIONS

Jagna Cyganik
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Abundance and Resilience: Farming 
and Foraging in Ancient Kaua’i 
edited by Julie S. Field and Michael 
W. Graves, Professor, records the 
work of archaeologists associated 
with the University of Hawai’i who 
have compiled and studied the 
animal remains recovered from 
these excavaƟ ons.  On the island of 
Kaua’i lies the spectacular historical 
and archaeological site at Nu’alolo 
Kai fi rst excavated by the Bishop 
Museum between 1958 and 1964. 
The site contains the most diverse 
array of arƟ facts ever found in 
Hawai’i.  The house sites which 

consƟ tute the focus of this volume were built across fi ve 
centuries and contain deeply buried, straƟ fi ed deposits at 
least nine feet below the surface. Available from the University 
of Hawai’i Press (2015), ISBN 978-0-8248-3989-5.

University of New Mexico Press Ɵ tle, Clovis Caches: Recent 
Discoveries and New Research, edited by Associate Professor 
Bruce B. Huckell (and J. David Kilby, PhD 2005, Archaeology), 
won a Heritage PublicaƟ on Award from the State of New 
Mexico Historic PreservaƟ on Division(HPD) at the 43rd Annual 
Heritage PreservaƟ on Awards Ceremony in Santa Fe.
Awards were signed by Governor Susana MarƟ nez; Veronica 
Gonzales, Secretary of the Department of Cultural Aff airs; Rick 
Hendricks, Cultural ProperƟ es Review CommiƩ ee Chairman 
and State Historian; and Jeff  Pappas, State Historic PreservaƟ on 
Offi  cer and HPD director. The awards recognize outstanding 
achievements in New Mexico.

Spanish seƩ lement of the Middle 
Rio Grande Valley in New Mexico 
changed the way people lived, but a 
new paper in the journal The Holocene 
by Assistant Professor Emily Jones, 
suggests the change did not come 
quickly. The “Columbian Exchange” 
and Landscapes of the Middle Rio 
Grande Valley, AD 1300–1900,” is an 
examinaƟ on of the impact of Spanish 
colonizaƟ on including what people 
were eaƟ ng, and an indicaƟ on of what 

animals and plants were abundant in the area.

When the Spanish expediƟ ons came to the Middle Rio Grande 
Valley in 1598 to establish residence, they found inhabited 
villages and long standing agricultural pracƟ ces. The Spanish 
colonists brought seeds, plant cuƫ  ngs and domesƟ c livestock 
with them and use of the plants and animals were readily 
adopted by the NaƟ ve Americans.
However, Jones says animal bones from archaeological sites 
suggest no immediate major impact on the landscape. The 
data appear to suggest that widespread overgrazing of the 
landscape did not occur unƟ l the Ɵ me that rail travel brought 
many more people into the Middle Rio Grande Valley in the 
late 19th century — a Ɵ me when other invasive species such 
as tumbleweeds also became a problem.
Jones, E.  L. 2015. The “Columbian Exchange” and Landscapes of 
the Middle Rio Grande Valley, A.D. 1300 – 1900. The Holocene 
25(10): 1698–1706, doi:10.1177/0959683615588375

Dr. Jones has also presented at two internaƟ onal conferences:

Jones, E. L. 2015. Animal Husbandry, Trade, and ColonizaƟ on 
in Central New Mexico, �� 1400–1900. Invited presentaƟ on at 
the Inaugural Society for American Archaeology – European 
AssociaƟ on of Archaeologists joint meeƟ ng, ConnecƟ ng 
ConƟ nents: Archaeological PerspecƟ ves on Slavery, 
Colonialism, and Trade. Curaçao, November 4–8, 2015.
Jones, E. L. 2015. The Ecospaces of the Iberian Peninsula 
at the Middle-Upper Paleolithic transiƟ on: A view from 
the archaeofaunal record. Expansions 2015: InternaƟ onal 
Conference, Frankfurt, July 2015.

A new book by Cristobal 
Valencia, Assistant Professor, is 
an ethnography of state power, 
democracy, and resistance 
in a context of socialist 
transformaƟ on. We Are the State: 
Barrio AcƟ vism in Venezuela’s 
Bolivarian RevoluƟ on examines 
the race and class-based acƟ vism 
of residents in Caracas squaƩ er-
seƩ lements and surrounding 
Afrovenezuelan communiƟ es.  
Dr. Valencia’s current research 
expands analyses of power to 
comparaƟ vely analyze the role 
of local acƟ vists in establishing 
control over natural resource 

exploitaƟ on in capitalist and socialist projects of energy 
producƟ on.  Available now from University of Arizona Press 
(2015), ISBN 978-0-8165-3156-1. 

The Hartley Mammoth Site by Bruce Huckell
Discoveries of mammoths, parƟ cularly those that may have 
fallen vicƟ m to human hunters, are few and far between.  They 
are even rarer in higher elevaƟ on seƫ  ngs away from valley 
boƩ om alluvium where preservaƟ on is far less likely.  And, it 
is sƟ ll rarer when all three come together on property owned 
by a University of Texas vertebrate paleontologist.  All of these 
improbable events came together in 2013, when Gary Hartley 
discovered mammoth bones eroding out of a small wash on 
property owned by Dr. Tim Rowe near the southwest corner 
of Abiquiu Lake.  Nearby on the surface, Hartley discovered an 
impact-damaged Clovis point made of obsidian.

Graduate students Joe Birkmann and Jacque Kocer excavaƟ ng.
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In June 2015, UNM archaeologists, geologists, graduate 
students from both departments, Rowe, and Hartley iniƟ ated 
a NaƟ onal Science FoundaƟ on-supported excavaƟ on of the 
site.  We found the parƟ al skull of an adolescent mammoth 
with both tusks, numerous rib fragments, part of the pelvis, 
and vertebral fragments shallowly buried in clayey sand 
fi lling the channel of a late Pleistocene wash.  Although no 
stone arƟ facts were found, more than a dozen mammoth 
bone “fl akes”—possibly produced by the same intenƟ onal 
percussion knapping typically used by humans on stone—
scaƩ ered through the deposit.  These fl akes appear to have 
been made from limb bones, although whether they might be 
the products of natural processes remains a possibility.  These 
quesƟ ons and others will be answered by another season of 
excavaƟ ons at the site this coming summer, along with ongoing 
laboratory work. 

 

Water Canyon Paleoindian Fieldschool a 
Success!
by Robert Dello-Russo, Director, Offi  ce of Contract Archeology

A stalwart crew of students, supervisors, teaching assistants, 
and volunteers completed a successful season at the UNM 
Archaeology Field School this summer. UnderwriƩ en by the 
Offi  ce of Contract Archeology, the UNM College of Arts & 
Sciences, and Dept. of Anthropology, the fi eld work took 
place at the Water Canyon Paleoindian site and our base of 
operaƟ ons was the UNM Sevilleta LTER fi eld staƟ on. Several 
tour groups, including one from the Maxwell Museum of 
Anthropology, visited the site. We completed numerous 
methodological exercises, including: stone tool technology 
and a visit to the Black Canyon rhyolite quarry; faunal analysis 

and excavaƟ on using a bison skeletal comparaƟ ve collecƟ on 
and an on-site mock excavaƟ on; on-site hand-augering; 
archaeological survey; and a review of total staƟ on mapping. 
Professional presentaƟ ons were provided by Dr. Stephen Hall 
(OSL daƟ ng); Dr. Mike Collins (Gault site and pre-Clovis); Dr. Les 
McFadden (geomorphology); Dr. John Shea (archaeology of 
“modern” humans); Dr. Patricia Crawford (paleobotany); Susan 
J. Smith (pollen analysis); Dr. Robert Dello-Russo (overview of 
Water Canyon archaeology); and Cyler Conrad (megafaunal 
exƟ ncƟ on). Field work included excavaƟ ons in Late Paleoindian 
and Cody Bison anƟ quus bone beds, and survey, mapping and 
recovery of newly discovered Clovis, Folsom, Late Paleoindian 
and Archaic diagnosƟ c arƟ facts.

Southwestern AssociaƟ on of Biological 
Anthropologists, 3rd Annual MeeƟ ng, Hosted 
at Hibben Center, October 23–24, 2015
The third annual meeƟ ng of SWABA was hosted by MarƟ n 
Muller, Associate Professor, and sponsored by UNM College 
of Arts & Sciences, UNM Anthropology Department, and the 
Maxwell Museum of Anthropology.  There were 61 parƟ cipants 
from 9 universiƟ es including contribuƟ ons by four faculty and 
eight graduate students from UNM.  AddiƟ onal presentaƟ ons 
were made by parƟ cipants from NM State University, Arizona 
State University, and the University of Arizona.  The award 
for best student presentaƟ on was won by Marian Hamilton 
(EvoluƟ onary Anthropology, UNM) for her talk “Leave No 
Trace? Tracking Faunal Dispersal and Range Size with StronƟ um 
Isotopes.”

Bruce Huckell explaining the site.

SWABA audience at meeƟ ng - Osbjorn Pearson, 2nd leŌ , MarƟ n Muller, 2nd 
from right, Melissa Emery Thompson, 3rd from right.



SUPPORT OUR NEWSLETTER
To support the Anthropology 
NewsleƩ er, the department has 
designed the bag and mug pic-
tured to the right. The 12 oz. 
mug is black and red, and the 
shopping bag, made of 100% re-
cyclable materials and has been 
manufactured to reduce the use 
of plasƟ c bags.  It is available in 
fi ve colors: red, forest green, 
black, chocolate, and navy blue, and is machine washable 
(do not put in dryer). You can receive either item for a dona-
Ɵ on of the following amount (prices include shipping within 
United States): 

Embossed Mug: $15 Embossed Recyclable Bag: $12.50  

How to Purchase GiŌ  Items
Please make your donaƟ ons by check or credit card payable to 
UNM FoundaƟ on (be sure to indicate the fund you wish to sup-
port). 
Please send to Jennifer George, Department of Anthropology, 
MSC01 1040, 1 University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM  
87131-0001.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Maxwell Museum of Anthropology-Ancestors 
Lecture  Lawrence G. Straus, Leslie Spier DisƟ nguished 
Professor of Anthropology at UNM.  The Red Lady of El 
Mirón Cave: 19,000 year-old Lower Magdalenian Human 
Burial in Northern Spain,  January 28, 2016. Recep  on to 
follow lecture.
XLII JAR DisƟ nguished Lecture  Peggy LeviƩ , 
Professor, Dept. of Sociology, Wellesley College, MA. 
Immigra  on: Images, Icons, and Ins  tu  ons.  The Poli  cs 
and Poe  cs of Crea  ng the Global. February 25–26, 2016.

Maxwell Museum of Anthropology 
Photography Exhibit “Chinese Americans in New 
Mexico,” February to June, 2016
SAA 81st Annual MeeƟ ng, Orlando, FL, April 
6 –10, 2016
Maxwell Museum of Anthropology Exhibit
“Earth, Fire and Life: Six Thousand Years of Chinese 
Ceramics,” April 2016 through September 2017

Your support helps our students and faculty pursue their re-
search and promote scholarship. Private philanthropy enables 
students to pursue PhD research site development, aƩ end 
naƟ onal meeƟ ngs, meet with out-of-state mentors and peers, 
facilitate foreign research experiences, and just have the Ɵ me 
to write up their work. To give online, please visit hƩ p://an-
thropology.unm.edu/contribuƟ ons.htm

Thanks for your support!

Do you need estate planning services? The UNM FoundaƟ on 
provides free assistance and informaƟ on that can be ben-
efi cial to you and your heirs. Contact Yolanda Dominguez, 
Development Offi  cer at yolanda.dominguez@unmfund.org or 
505-277-9350.

PHILANTHROPY

On January 1, 2016 the 
Journal of Anthropologi-
cal Research will offi  cially 
transfer all producƟ on, 
subscripƟ on, and distribu-
Ɵ on to UCP under contract 
with the copyright holder, 
the University of New 
Mexico.  AŌ er 71 years of 
self-publicaƟ on, the Jour-
nal will join UCP, one of the 
world’s leading not-for-
profi t scholarly publishers. 
I will conƟ nue as Editor-in-
Chief and June-el Piper will 
conƟ nue as Copy Editor.  
Ann Braswell, Business 
Manager, will conƟ nue to off er assistance unƟ l her reƟ re-
ment next year. Although the cover will be redesigned, JAR 
will conƟ nue to publish 4–6 peer-reviewed, research-based 
arƟ cles and a series of book reviews in all subfi elds of an-
thropology in each quarterly issue. JAR will also conƟ nue to 
publish the JAR DisƟ nguished Lectures that cover aspects of 
all major subfi elds on a rotaƟ ng basis.  All anthropologists 
know of the tradiƟ on of excellence that has characterized 
the UCP for decades, so we look forward to a partnership 
with opƟ mism and a renewed commitment to bringing the 
best of anthropological research to JAR readers both here in 
the U.S. and worldwide.

In closing, I would like to thank the Associate Editors, the 
JAR staff , and all of the wonderful professional colleagues 
who subscribed, contributed manuscripts, or selfl essly re-
viewed manuscripts during these past years.

Journal of Anthropological Research 
Transfers Management to University 
of Chicago Press 
by Lawrence G. Straus 
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